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1. The Berliner Verlag was founded shortly after ihie occupa-
tion of Berlin by members of the Komite Frele:s Deutsch-
land. 1t was originally supposed to be non-partisan, bdbut
the Freies Deutschland sditors and managers kept 1t at
first purely Communist and later purely SED. ‘'he firm
publishes the Berliner Zeitung, the Neue. ‘Berlizer llluge
trierte Zeitung, and the magazines 3 Start “and - ar Dieh,

as well as several other journals, Sither direqtly oF
through its supervision.

2. The Freies Deutschland members sent from Moseccw o run ths
nrganization included Rudolf Herranstadt, editor-in-chief,
Gerhard Kegel, his assistant, and a group of former Wehr«-
macht oi‘rlcers who had seen service on the edi- -orlal gtaf?

£ the Preies Ueubtschland newspaper published Tor German
o ¥s, in Russia. Herrnstadt and Kegel had been refugees in
‘8‘ oscow since 1935. The Wehrmacht group, former prisoners
3 2 g £ war who had entered Russian service, are:
& 3]
g“ §,§ a., Captain Wilms, MVD representative on ti= staff, an
§g =9 § intelligent man with a gift for organi: ation, and
SENE2S & & convinced Communist; he jarticipated in active
) TR fighting on the Russian side.
125 R W] ,
ggzu ‘; b. 1st Lieutenant von Kugelgen
EZ"5 {2 :
285 . \® 6. Major Lewis-Litzmann, holder of the Ri‘iter-
Lo kreuz, sent to Germany at thc end of 1045 with
;Egg.s a large sum {(described by him variousl as

eight oxX owenty millions) to build up %She pub-
lishing house.

» 25X1A6a -ccmment; Rudolf Horrnstadb is probabl; identical
with the Herrnstadt who was n mepbher -

of Uie Seneliba
group from 1937 on and alternated between Warsaw and

Moscow. Wilms is reported in August 1945 as having been
converted to Communism while in Russia. Bernt von #lgel-
fen was reported by two soursdgs to be a member of the
eague of German Officers, 8n0d & Vehrmacht saptain as-
signed to the 123rd Ini‘anbry “Division.
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%. Otn.r nenbers of the 3erliner Verlag stufll urce the folloulng

a. J3perbur, original buslness dirsctor, wio later left
the firs on political oreundsy now livin: ot Drake=-
strasse 1, Jcerlin-Licatarfelde ..cst, Uo Jecuor.

b. Dr. Fermann 3ealitzinger, trode cditor until late
fall 1948, who lelt bee:zuse iAo was gusjpected of
anent activity asainst the .cst.rn Powers.

¢. Dr. ilarald Lauen, foreicn affairs dircctor if'or the
firm, an attache of the Geraan Imbassy in arsaw un-
til 1949, former collaborator on Goecbbels! newspaocer
Der angriff. s a collecamue of Helarieh von Gleichen,
he assisted the Jlerrnklu> in its subsidiary Juaskon-
servativen XKlub and wrote on castern questicis for
the narmazine, Der Rinc.

d. Captain Ldwenstein, Russiun, liaison man to Sila
Karlshorst.

4. Throush its contact with 3i'a and the govermacnt of Sranden-
burg, the Berliner Verlas at the end of 1940 bousht or leased
an estate, Gut Theresienhol, nvar Saardow-giesko.. The es-
tate, 260 acres in arsa, can housc uy to 400 guusts. 1t .
is uscd nartly as a traininsg school for editors and officials
and nartly as z reereation center for staff nenbers of the
Verlag. The nenarer is Xirecaner, wio was active in tac sume-
mer of 1919 as a Corrsunist functionury in the Berlin-echlen-
dorf covernnont odut was disnissed in seotenber 1940 by ameri-
can authoritics. 25X1A

25X1A6a Lomment: nireln:r, according to
source, was assiatant nayor of sehlendorf, dismissed
for attenpbing to ainder the liguiduticon of Cblcute,)

5. ~Pre~publicution coensorsiaip of Uerliner Yerlag issues has
practically ceas.d. .articloes on fundanental topies, aou-
ever, still require udvanece aporoval.

6. In the £all of 1946, an 3Ila dircctive for an apiual to Ger-
mnan nationalist brousat forth a clearly nationalistic tonc
in S.D propaszanda and an attenst Troc SLe Berliner Verlag
to launch a large-circulation periodical for "Goruman so-
cialist intellisenfaia.™ Prc ive oditors o this new
orsan, Dag Heue Acich, wore offvred the cnbicin net salary
of 1000 R’ per nmonth, :lus a sound of meat or [fab zand a
meal daily, andé fr.c weskonds znd vacations ot heresienhof.
The cultural-political section was assizned to Jr. iderbert
Iherins, bubt n® editor whose nwis mivat huve curried weinht
in nationalistic cireles was ever found. The nigazine was
never nublishoed.

25X1A6a

Comsent: lherin- was reported in oebember
1940 %o be a neuly-elected sovernor of thwe Rultur-
bund; desgeribed as o fellow travelor.)
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